[bookmark: _GoBack]Short Self‑Guided Hikes from Puerto Varas to Puerto Rio Tranquilo
This note summarises easy to moderate self‑guided hikes that you can incorporate during the self‑drive route between Puerto Varas and Chile Chico. Each hike includes its estimated duration, distance or description, and a brief explanation of why it is worth visiting. Only excursions that do not require a guide and fit within a day or half‑day are listed.
Puerto Varas area
· El Solitario trail (Osorno Volcano) – approx. 3 hours, 6 km round trip. This path climbs the southwestern flank of Osorno Volcano, passing through regenerating forests and old lava flows before ending at the Petrohué Falls..
Hornopirén National Park
· Lake Pinto Concha walk – half‑day. Recommended walking to Lago Pinto Concha as a “can’t miss” activity in Hornopirén; the trail leads through ancient alerce forests and offers views of mountains and lagoons. 

· Río Blanco Waterfall – half‑day. Another recommended outing is the short hike to the Río Blanco waterfall, which likewise traverses evergreen temperate rain‑forest.

Pumalín Douglas Tompkins National Park (Caleta Gonzalo / Chaitén)
· Cascadas Escondidas trail – allow at least 2 hours. This out‑and‑back path covers roughly 3 km each way and gains about 243 m in elevation. Travellers pass cascades along steep, muddy sections with roots and wooden stairs.
· Los Alerces trail – about 1 hour, 1.2 km loop. A gentle, undulating walk through groves of ancient alerce trees.
· Volcán Chaitén summit – approx. 2 hours 15 for the round trip. The steep 6 km trail climbs around 625 m to the edge of the volcanic crater. It is more strenuous than the other walks but feasible in half a day.
Corcovado National Park (Ventisquero Yelcho sector)
· Ventisquero Yelcho hike – 2½–3 hours. About 50 minutes south of Chaitén, a marked path leads through lush temperate rainforest to a viewpoint of the Yelcho Glacier.
Queulat National Park (La Junta / Puyuhuapi)
· Mirador Panorámico – 15 minutes, 200 m. A very short trail from the road to a viewpoint of the hanging glacier.
· Sendero El Aluvión – 30 minutes, 350 m. Short walk to a lagoon created by a landslide.
· Laguna Témpanos trail – about 40 minutes, 600 m. Leads to an icy lagoon dotted with icebergs.
· Ventisquero Colgante trail – 2½ hours, 3.3 km. The longer hike climbs through forest to the main viewpoint of the famous hanging glacier.

Coyhaique and Cerro Castillo
· Laguna Cerro Castillo day hike – 5–6 hours, 15 km. While longer than a half‑day, this popular out‑and‑back route climbs about 1 100 m to a turquoise lake beneath the dramatic spires of Cerro Castillo. This trek could be an option if you have a full day in the area.
Puerto Río Tranquilo
· Ice trekking on Exploradores Glacier (guided) – full day (~10½ hours). From Puerto Tranquilo you can join an organised expedition that includes a 7½‑hour hike across forest, rock and ice to the Exploradores Glacier; participants must be in good physical condition. There are no short self‑guided walks around the village itself.
